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last of these tours. This time he went to his own
country of the Midlands, where he undertook in a
succession of speeches to explain the Poor Law
reforms, which were so important an aspect of the
Local Government Bill. After the session, which
had been an exceptionally heavy one for him he went
on a short holiday to Spain. Back in London again
in the New Year his speeches were still largely domi-
nated by references to his own Bill, but a new factor
was claiming the attention of politicians at the begin-
ning of 1929. This, after over four years of Con-
servative Government, was the prospect of a General
Election.

The closeness of the result at the Ladywood
election in 1924 had shown that Mr. Chamberlain's,
constituency was not one which could be relied upon
for permanent  Conservative  representation.    Mr.
Chamberlain decided therefore that, if the oppor-
tunity should present itself of a vacancy in a safer
Birmingham seat, he would transfer.   The oppor-
tunity did present itself, for Sir Francis Lowe, a
prominent figure in Birmingham Conservatism was
ready to retire from his representation of Edgbaston.
Edgbaston lies on the outskirts of Birmingham, and
is its leading residential suburb.   As is not un-
commonly the way with the residential suburbs of
large cities, it is also a safe Conservative seat. Thus
while Mr. Chamberlain had been struggling desper-
ately for survival in his epic contest with Mr. Mosley
in 1924, Sir Francis Lowe had been returned in
Edgbaston by a comfortable majority of over three
to one. This was dearly a seat which could give a
hard-working Minister or leading Party Member the
security which is desirable. The arrangements were
soon made, for Edgbaston was nothing loth to adopt
the Minister of Health and son of the great "Joe"
as prospective candidate,   Mr, Chamberlain was